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b 1858 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, I was 
unavoidably detained and missed rollcall vote 
Nos. 153 and 154. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on both. 

f 

b 1900 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
CONGRESSMAN RAY THORNTON 

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today with my colleagues to honor the 
life of Congressman Ray Thornton, who 
was a pillar in Arkansas politics and a 
stalwart advocate and voice for the im-
provement of education in our great 
State of Arkansas. 

Serving six terms in Congress, for 
over 23 years, Congressman Thornton 
served in two different congressional 
districts, the fourth and the second. 
Ray was committed to the people of 
Arkansas and supporting Arkansas 
ideals on the political stage. 

His distinguished career included 
service in the United States Navy dur-
ing the Korean war, leadership as presi-
dent of both Arkansas State University 
and the University of Arkansas, an 8- 
year term on the Arkansas Supreme 
Court, and appointment as the first 
chairman of the Arkansas Lottery. 

In 2013, Congressman Thornton do-
nated his personal and professional pa-
pers to the University of Arkansas. 

Though he will be greatly missed by 
many throughout our State, his count-
less contributions and legacy will live 
on and serve as an example of states-
manship and public service for all Ar-
kansans. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF RABBI 
HERBERT BAUMGUARD 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I rise in remembrance of Rabbi Her-
bert Baumguard, who passed away this 
past Friday, at the age of 95. 

Rabbi Baumguard founded Temple 
Beth Am, which is an important insti-
tution in my congressional district 
that has brought the south Florida 
Jewish community together for over 60 
years. 

A native of Norfolk, Virginia, Rabbi 
Baumguard served as an assistant to a 
chaplain in World War II. He credited 
that experience with his motivation for 
becoming a rabbi. 

One of Rabbi Baumguard’s strongest 
ideals was the continuing friendship 
and alliance with the State of Israel. 
The Rabbi was committed to not only 
strengthening our ties with our great 
ally, but to seeing that the United 
States continues to support and defend 
the Jewish state, which is an idea that 
I shared with him. 

I am so honored and privileged to 
have had the opportunity to represent 
Temple Beth Am and to experience all 
that Rabbi Baumguard has done to im-
prove south Florida. May his memory 
be a blessing. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF CHIEF 
DELL URBAN 

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DOLD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Dell Urban, the chief of 
the North Chicago Fire Department, 
who is retiring after spending more 
than 25 years on the force. Ms. Urban is 
the first female fire chief in Lake 
County, and one of only two female fire 
chiefs in the State of Illinois. 

As fire chief, Ms. Urban was respon-
sible for saving countless lives and did 
her duty protecting the community of 
North Chicago. We should all aspire to 
be as brave as the firemen who lay 
down their lives each and every day to 
ensure our safety. 

In addition to performing her duties, 
Ms. Urban has been a mentor and a 
friend to many firefighters throughout 
her time as chief, and she is leaving the 
station far better off than before she 
was chief. 

I want to thank Ms. Urban for her 
service and wish her all the best in her 
future endeavors. 

f 

FIREARMS TRANSFER 
IMPROVEMENT ACT 

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GUINTA. Madam Speaker, the 
Firearms Transfer Improvement Act, 

which I introduced in Congress, would 
provide a significant boost to New 
Hampshire gun dealers, nearly all of 
them small-business owners, as well as 
the Granite State’s tourism industry 
and larger economy. 

At its foundation, this bill is meant 
to protect every American’s right to 
bear arms, an essential freedom that is 
as important as it ever was. 

My bill would extend the same Fed-
eral law that allows interstate long 
gun purchasing to handgun purchases. 
For instance, a Vermonter could pur-
chase a handgun in New Hampshire, 
where no sales tax exists, and transport 
it home, as long as he or she follows his 
or her State’s gun laws. 

This bill would be a boon for States 
like New Hampshire that, in addition 
to enjoying greater Second Amend-
ment freedom, would also enjoy greater 
economic freedom. Granite Staters 
stand to benefit immensely, as do 
sporting enthusiasts around the coun-
try. 

I would like to thank the 18 original 
cosponsors for their support of this 
necessary legislation. 

f 

POTENTIAL DRAWDOWN OF LAND 
FORCES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
COMSTOCK). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. GIBSON) 
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GIBSON. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude supporting material on the sub-
ject of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GIBSON. Madam Speaker, to-

night I am speaking to gain support for 
H.R. 4534. This is the POSTURE Act. It 
stops the administration’s drawdown of 
our land forces, the United States Ma-
rine Corps and the United States 
Army. 

This is a bipartisan bill, myself and 
52 others, 52 cosponsors, including 42 
Republicans and 10 Democrats. I am 
proud to say that we are coming to-
gether to make sure that we keep our 
land forces strong. 

This is also a bicameral bill. The lan-
guage of this bill has also been intro-
duced in the United States Senate. 

Madam Speaker, the predicate here 
is a belief in peace through strength, a 
belief that what we want to do is deter 
potential adversaries; and to do that, 
we certainly need to restore our capa-
bility in our Armed Forces, deterrence 
really being capability and will. 

Tonight I am focused in on the POS-
TURE Act. Of course, Madam Speaker, 
the coauthors and I, we certainly share 
deep concern for the entire joint force, 
but today we are particularly focused 
in on the land forces. 
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